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Mohammed Kulai is a creative writer. 
Nine of his works have been published 
already. Kuchikaadina Kappu Huduga, 
Kadana Kutoohala and Nanna Innashtu 
Kathegalu are some of the published 
anthologies of his short stories. Mittabail 
Yamunakka and Rangano Malemangano 
are among the novels he has translated. 
Arabian Nights and Pernal are his works in 
Beary langauage. Kadankal Mane is his 
debut novel. He is one of the narrators of 
B .A.  Mohideen’s  au tob iography, 
Nannolagina Naanu.
     Among the honours he has received are 
‘Karnataka Sahitya Academy Prashasti’, 
The Translation Award of Kuvempu 
Bhasha Bharati’, Chaduranga Endowment 
Award of Karnataka Sahitya Academy, P. 
Lankesh Prashasti, Hemanta Sahitya 
Prashasti, Gubbi Solur Murugharadhya 
Datti Prashasti, Vasudeva Bhupalam Datti 
Prashasti, Muslim Sahitya Prashasti, 
Karnataka Tulu Sahi tya Academy 
Prashasti, Nirata Sahitya Prashasti, 
Vishweshwariah Rashtriya Sahitya 
Prashasti and Karnataka Beary Sahitya 
Academy Honorary Award.

B.A. Mohammed Ali is a freelance writer. 
He was in the forefront of the Beary 
Movement which was launched in the 
1990’s. His short stories and poems in 
Kannada and Beary language have won 
wide acclaim. He is one of the narrators of 
B .A.  Mohideen’s  au tob iography, 
Nannolagina Naanu. He has retired after 
serving New Mangalore Port Trust for 
f o r t y  y e a r s ,  a n d  t h e  K a r n a t a k a 
Government has, since July 2017, 
appointed him as a member of Karnataka 
State  Food Commission.

Listening to the words of 
elders is like sitting under a tree 
and taking a quiet, easy breath 
under its benign shade.               
A tree does preserve in its fold 
thoughts and memories of 
several generations. So long as 
we are under the shade of that 
tree we breathe with those 
generations. We live with them 
as long as we stay there.             
To be under the shade of a four 
hundred year old tree is to be 
and converse with generations 
four hundred years old, though 
for a brief period.

When I read                         
B.A. Mohideen’s  ‘The I within 
Me’ I felt as if I travelled back 
one  full generation. With it I 
roamed around the world sixty 
years old. I attended a Beary 
wedding.   I too joined, with the 
bridegroom, the joyous 
celebrations in the bride’s 
house. I too watched the rise 
and fall of people in the politics 
of the 1970’s. I became a witness 
to the clash of egos and 
interests between Devaraja Urs 
and Indira Gandhi. In the name 
of unveiling one’s life-story, this 
work throws open the social and 
political world of its times. This 
is not just the life-story of       
B.A. Mohideen, a former 
Minister. It is the story of a 
whole generation.

The true glory of this 
autobiography is that it is 
written with no vulgar penchant 
for theatricality, with no show of 
any repugnant self-love.
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Professor B. Surendra Rao (born 1948) 
is a retired Professor of History, 
Mangalore University. He was Sectional 
President (Modern India) of Indian 
History Congress at Kolkata (2001) and 
was a Member of the Indian Council of 
Historical Research, New Delhi. Among 
his more recent publications are Bunts in 
History and Culture (2010) and Ways and 
Byways of History (2015). With Prof. K. 
Chinnappa Gowda he has translated Ladle 
in a Golden Bowl, (2017) D.K. Chowta’s  
Mittabail Yamunakka, (2018), When 
Moonlight is Very Hot (2018), and The 
Rainboy (2018) - all from Tulu. Two more 
translations from Tulu are in the press. He 
has edited, along with Prof. Chandra 
shekar, Karnatakada Samajika mattu 
Arthika Charitre: Kelavu Nelegalu in 
twelve volumes, published by Kuvempu 
Bhasha Bharathi, Bangalore (2016).
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