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READ ON...

Writing a prologue for a collection of poems is not everyone’s cup
of tea and certainly not mine. To review any work of art or
literature, more so poems, two qualifications are essential:
expertise and an unbiased view.

Let me begin my write-up on this collection of poems by
Raheem Teekay on a disclaimer that | am neither a poet nor a
reviewer of poetry, except that | read a lot of them and enjoy them
immensely. And secondly, my views can’t be unbiased, for Raheem
is my brother and more importantly, a friend, philosopher and my
support system. We share a common passion for certain human
values. Whenever the underlying spirit of certain written words in
these poems is the essence of these values, these words mean a lot
more to me than it may to many of you. In other words, the effect
of these words is simply augmented by my knowledge of what
Raheem believes in and stands for.

Poems, they say, are the spontaneous expression of one’s
inner calling. So there is not much scope for tweaking them to
perfection. Making an effort to make them sound good may
enhance the appeal but then they would be that bit less
spontaneous and honest. | am sure, most of you who will read
these poems, will agree with me that Raheem’s poems are straight
from the core. That at the same time is the strength and weakness
of these poems. Strength, because they are simple, honest and
touching with the rawness with which they are told. Weakness,
because they may not conform to the rules of good poetry and at
places, the line between poetry and prose is blurred. But there is
no denying the fact that most of the poems in this collection simply
stir your conscience and set you thinking.



Beary language and culture, having been overshadowed for
centuries, is on a revival mode. There is a sudden surge of activities
in the cultural and literary scene. Most of the acclaimed writers of
the Beary community are already big names in Kannada literature,
but they have shown little or no interest in investing their time and
talentin Beary literature. That has left the field wide open for many
new writers and some of them have churned out some amazing
pieces of prose and poetry. At the same time, as would always be
the case at the revival mode of any language, anybody and
everybody who can write is also presenting his or her work
asliterature. If you count them all, there is quite a volume that is
being written in Beary of late and it is increasing by the day. In such
a scenario, Raheem’s ‘MalligeBalli’ is more than a welcome
addition which certainly raises the bar several notches.

If not for anything, read them for their sheer simplicity,
honesty and the innate goodness with which they will touch you,
stir you and compel you to introspect.

If you really have no patience to read through, read at least
‘Pokarajiro molo mangila’ and ‘Shivamoggatho Langda
Mohamedsab’ for their poignance and provocation; and
‘Waqtrottige dosti akyondre naan’ and ‘Kaikanak’ for their
brilliance in conveying some time tested wisdom. And of course
you can read many more and enjoy, as they are on a wide
repertoire of subjects and the words are woven together with a
certain amount of ease and elegance.

In a nutshell, if you don’t scan this collection through a critic’s
lens, | am sure you will enjoy them as much as | did. Read on...

UMAR TEEKAY
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