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“To understand better the deep-seated prejudice against
Islam so oﬂen to be found in Western literature and contemporary
thought, one has to look far backward into history and try to
comprehend the psychological background of the earliest
relations between the Western and the Muslim Worlds. What
occidentals think and feel about Islam today is rooted in
impressions that were born during the Crusades. The damage
caused by the crusades was not restricted to a clash of
weapons; it was first and foremost, an intellectual damage- the
poisoning of the Western mind against the Muslim world through
a deliberate misrepresentation of the teachings and, ideals of
Islam. For, if the call for a crusade was to maintain its validity,
the Prophet of the Muslims had, of necessity to be stamped
as the Anti-Christ and his religion depicted in the most lurid
terms as a fount of immorality and perversion. It was at the
time of the Crusades that the ludicrous notion that Islam was
a religion of crude sensualism and brutal violence, of an
observance of ritual instead of a purification of the heart, entered
the western mind and remained there; The age when the spirit
of independent inquiry could raise its head was as yet far distant



in Europe; it was easy for the powers-that-were to sow the dark
seeds of hatred for a religion and civilisation that was so different
from the religion and civilisation of the West."

**Hostility toward Islam stood over the cradle of European
civilisation. The shadow of the Crusades hovers over the West
to this day; and all its reaction toward Islam and the Moslem
world beer distinct traces of that die-hard ghost" (The Road to
Mecca-Asad-Weiss).
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